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	THE RAILWAY CHALLENGE
KEEPING INNOVATION ON TRACK

Application for a Railway Challenge Award

	

	All teams must enter and compete in the Railway Challenge 2026 competition.

	

	Teams should use this form when applying for an award for the following:


	1 x £2000 AWARD
Awarded to the best application.  	
	Please mark as appropriate
	[bookmark: Check6]|_|

	
	

	2 x £1,250 AWARD
Awarded to the next two best applications.
	Please mark as appropriate
	[bookmark: Check7]|_|

	

	CLOSING DATE – 05th DECEMBER 2025

	

	Rules of Application:

1. All team members must be members of the IMechE or an agreed equivalent Institution in order to benefit from an award and all membership numbers must be submitted on the application form. Please note that Affiliate membership is free for students and the application form is available on the Membership Section at www.imeche.org. It is understood that team members may be from other disciplines within the University.

2. Teams in receipt of an award will be required to:
a. display the IMechE logo in a prominent position on their locomotives and on supporting display material at the event for which the award has been made; 
b. produce a report detailing how the award has been used by Thursday 25th June 2026 (Report Guidance Notes provided);
c. produce a post-event addendum to the report outlined in (b) outlining how each team members benefitted from the experience by Friday 3rd July 2026.

3. All teams may only be in receipt of one award.

4. Only one non-academic (or non-academically-affiliated) team may be in receipt of any of the Awards.

5. The 1 x £2,000 Award is open to the best application received. Unsuccessful applicants for this Award will automatically be considered for the 2 x £1,250 Award, noting the entirety of the application rules set out here.


	1.	Organisation / University and Team Name

	

	Full name of Organisation(s) involved      

	

	[bookmark: Text102]Full name of Team      

	

	2.	Details of Railway Challenge Entry

	

	Has your application for the Challenge been accepted and the entry fee paid? (YES/NO)

	




	
3.	Details of the Primary Contact

	

	Surname
     
	
	Title
     

	

	Forename(s) in Full
     
	
	

	

	Address (to be used for all correspondence)
     

	

	Daytime telephone number
     
	

	E-mail
     

	

	IMechE Membership number
     
	

	Membership Grade
     

	

	To be read carefully and signed by the Primary Contact

	I, the undersigned, have read and on behalf of the Team agree to be bound by the General Conditions by which Awards are governed, and if this Team Application is successful I declare that I will carry out the work with due diligence and that a report and report addendum with a summary from each member of the team detailing their personal view of the experience will be submitted by the due dates outlined in this document.

	

	Signature
	     
	Date
	     

	

	4.	Use of Award

	Indicate the impact of the award on your project and the way in which it is to be spent.

	

	Details of Proposed Use of Award

	[bookmark: Text155]Financial Impact (£)

	Example award uses: (Please expand and provide details) 

Shortfall in sponsorship (for essential project costs)
Support innovation
Internal support costs (e.g. internal facilities cost)
Additional/quality components
Testing
Shipping and travel
Other (describe)
	

	TOTAL
	[bookmark: Text98]£      

	




	5.	Funding Sources

	

	Please give details of:

	

	Item
	[bookmark: Text91]Details

	Financial Impact (£)

	(a) funding or assistance already secured from other sources
	e.g. University, Team Member personal contributions, Sponsorship, please list
	     

	(b) applications that have or will be made, giving expected date of result where known

	 
	

	(c) where any shortfall will be obtained from
	
	

	TOTAL
	[bookmark: Text33]£      

	


	6.	Further Information

	

	Add, if you wish, any further information, which will clarify this application.  You may attach any appropriate documentation.
     

	




	7.	Reference

	

	Your application must be supported by a suitable reference. The choice of referee should be such that they are one of the following:

· A person in a management position with budgetary responsibility for the team (Organisation team);

· A university staff member with responsibility for the team (University teams).

NOTE

PLEASE DOWNLOAD THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT (REFERENCE REQUEST LETTER) TO ACCOMPANY THE APPLICATION FORM:

PLEASE FORWARD A COPY OF THE REFERENCE REQUEST LETTER (DOWNLOADED SEPARATELY) TO YOUR REFEREE AND ASK THEM TO COMPLETE THE FORM AND EMAIL TO panda@imeche.org

NOTE THE REFERENCE FORM MUST BE SUBMITTED SEPARATELY FROM THE APPLICATION FORM AND MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE PRIZES AND AWARDS DEPARTMENT BY 05th DECEMBER 2025.




	
1. Applicants for awards shall enter an agreement with the IMechE’s Railway Challenge Committee to accept and abide by these conditions which may be modified from time to time as deemed appropriate by the Trustee Board Awards Committee.  Failure to comply with the conditions shall result in forfeiture of the award.

	2. Upon completion of the event, the primary contact must submit a report on the work which the team has been able to carry out with the aid of the Award. The Institution shall hold the copyright and the right to publish any such report.
3. The Trustee Board Awards Committee reserves the right to modify these conditions from time to time as may be considered necessary, always bearing in mind the aims and the spirit of the Trust Deed.

	
Completed application form should be sent by email to:
	
	

	
	
	Fax No
     

	IMechE Prizes and Awards

	

Email: panda@imeche.org

	

	

	

	

	Retrospective applications will not be considered
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