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The James Watt International Gold Medal 2019
Award Conditions & Nomination Form

Closing date for nominations

31st March 2019 (awarded every two years)
Nominations to be considered by the Trustee Board Awards Committee
OPEN TO MEMBERS AND NON MEMBERS
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James Watt

International Gold Medal

To commemorate the bicentenary of the birth of James Watt on 19 January 1736 – an event which was destined to bring about a revolution in the utilisation of power – the Institution of Mechanical Engineers of Great Britain decided to award every two years a Gold Medal to an engineer of any nationality who is deemed worthy of the highest award the Institution can bestow and that a mechanical engineer can receive. In making the award, the Institution has sought the co-operation and advice of engineering Institutions and Societies in all parts of the world.

In the long list of those who, by the practice of mechanical engineering, have added to the comfort, well-being and prosperity of mankind there is no man who holds a higher place in universal estimation than James Watt.  He was not only the inventor of the separate condenser and many other parts of steam engines, but he was the first to study the steam engine scientifically and at his works in Soho, a district of Birmingham, he made distinguished contributions to the development of workshop practice.  His scientific examination of the heat losses in engines led him to the recognition of the influence of latent heat on steam engine economy.  His great predecessor, Smeaton, had been content to improve the mechanism of the Newcomen engine; Watt investigated the causes of the loss of heat energy in that type of engine and laid at any rate the foundation for the great principle which was to be enunciated later by Carnot and by Joule.  He may certainly be regarded as the progenitor of the science of thermodynamics.

However, he was also the inventor of parallel motion, the basis of many machines.  At the age of 72, he wrote to his son: “Though I am not over anxious about fame, yet I am more proud of the parallel motion than of any other mechanical invention I have made.”

To be worthy to receive a medal struck in commemoration of one who was at one and the same time a scientist, an inventor and a producer, the recipient himself should be an engineer who has achieved international recognition both by his works as a mechanical engineer and by the ability with which he has applied science to the progress of mechanical engineering.
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The James Watt International Medal 2019
	

	The James Watt International Medal of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers is awarded every two years to a mechanical engineer of any nationality, who is deemed worthy of the highest award the Institution can bestow and that a mechanical engineer can receive.

	

	Invitation to Nominate

	CLOSING DATE 31 March 2019

	

	Please complete this form by typing or in BLOCK CAPITALS in black ink


	The Nominating Body

	

	Name of Nominating Body

     

	

	Address of Nominating Body 
     

	Post Code

     
	Country

     

	

	Telephone Number

     

	

	Fax Number

     

	

	E-mail

     

	

	Name of Nominator

     

	

	Position in Nominating Body

     

	

	Signature
	     
	Date
	     

	


	REFEREES

	Please provide the names of at least two persons to whom the Institution may refer.  These persons should have personal knowledge of the candidate.

	

	(1) Name

     
	
	Appointment

     

	

	Full address (including Post Code & Country)

     
	
	Tel No

     

	
	
	

	
	
	Email

     

	
	
	

	
	
	Fax No

     

	

	(2) Name

     
	
	Appointment

     

	

	Full address (including Post Code & Country)

     
	
	Tel No

     

	
	
	

	
	
	Email

     

	
	
	

	
	
	Fax No

     

	

	(3) Name

     
	
	Appointment

     

	

	Full address (including Post Code & Country)

     
	
	Tel No

     

	
	
	

	
	
	Email

     

	
	
	

	
	
	Fax No

     

	

	THE CANDIDATE

	

	Name of Candidate

	Family name or surname

     
	
	Title

     

	

	Forename(s) in Full

     
	
	Post nominal letters (academic and other honours)

     

	

	Birth
	
	

	Date of Birth

     
	
	Country of Birth

     

	

	Country of Residence

	     


	Current Appointment

	Position

     

	
	
	

	Employer

     

	

	Education Since Leaving School

	Name of University, Polytechnic or Technical College

     
	Dates

     
	Course followed

     
	Results * (mention any prizes, commendations etc)

     

	
	
	

	* If degree was obtained state class

	

	Career (List principal appointments, with approximate dates)

	     
	Dates

     

	

	Membership of Learned Societies etc (List)

	     

	

	Membership of Other Bodies (List)

	     


	Academic/Research/Educational Contribution (Please refer to Notes for Nominators)

	     

	

	Invention/Design/Development of Applications (Please refer to Notes for Nominators)

	     

	

	Technical/Commercial Management (Please refer to Notes for Nominators)

	     

	

	Personal qualities (Please refer to Notes for Nominators)

	     


	NOTES FOR NOMINATORS

	

	As the judges may need to compare the contribution of eminent engineers in widely differing fields, it will help them to make a fair comparison if all Citations are prepared in a similar format and are of proportionate length.  Please do not include more than one page of typescript under each of the following headings.  Do not include too much detail or extensive lists of publications.  You are not required to use all the headings, which may not be relevant to all nominations.  All information concerning the0 candidate received by the Institution will be treated in the strictest confidence.

	

	Example within each heading might be:

	

	Academic/Research/Educational Contribution

	
	

	-
	Development of new understanding of systems and processes

	-
	Research to demonstrate feasibility for application

	-
	Management of academic institutions

	

	Invention/Design/Development of Applications

	

	-
	List any inventions or innovations to which the candidate can claim full or joint credit or any development of an existing idea or any personal contribution to the conception, engineering design and development of practical commercial applications.  The candidates’ contribution should be quantified where possible.

	-
	Management of industrial research and development

	

	Technical/Commercial Management

	
	

	-
	Successful technical and commercial management of major organisations.

	-
	Technical/economic judgement of new technology/opportunity

	

	Personal Qualities

	
	

	-
	Diversity of interests/abilities.

	-
	Leadership at national/international level.

	-
	International reputation in the field.

	

	In all cases, the engineering, scientific and/or commercial or economic effect and the benefit to society and the nation at large of the candidate’s contribution in any of these fields above should be shown.

	

	How to Make a Nomination

	

	When completed send this form, with any supporting documents to: 

Karen Frost

ASK House

IMechE Major Prizes and Awards

Northgate Avenue

BURY ST EDMUNDS

Suffolk       IP32 6BB

Tel: +44 (0) 1284 717887 or 717882

Fax: +44 (0) 1284 717889

E-mail: awards@imeche.org

	Registered charity number 206882
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